
Rivers and Canals
Understand the importance of 
the river Thames in London’s 
development. How does it 
compare to the river Avon? 

Weather and Climate 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK 
and compare to hot and cold 
areas of the world.

My Town
What geographical features are in 
and around my home town? 
Compare to a different place (where 
you’ve been on holiday?)

Across KS1, children will 
develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and 
their locality.  They will 
understand basic subject-
specific vocabulary relating to 
human and physical geography 
and begin to use geographical 
skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their 
locational awareness. 

EXTREME EARTH
Name & locate geographical regions & 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (hills & mountains, rivers and 
lakes) Physical geography:  How are 
coast lines formed – link to rocks

NEEDS OF EARLY 

SETTLERS

Why did the 

Romans and 

Saxons and Vikings 

come to our island? 

What did our 

country look like 

1000 years ago? 

How has it 

changed? What 

resources have we 

got that were so 

precious to those 

early settlers?

THE POWER OF THE SEA
Name & locate the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer & Capricorn, Arctic & 
Antarctic Circle & date time 
zones.
Describe & understand key 
aspects of: physical geography, 
including: currents, impact on 
weather, rising sea levels, costal 
erosion

INVESTIGATING OUR 
LOCAL AREA
Linking with local History, 
map how land use has 
changed in local area over 
time. ( Trowbridge Devizes 
Westbury Mill towns)
Name European countries 
and their capital cities.

NATURAL RESOURCES
Compare a region in UK with 
a region in the Middle East 
with significant differences 
and similarities.
Consider the Fair/unfair 
distribution of resources 
(Fairtrade). Rationing during 
war

What is The UK
Name and locate 
the four countries 
of the UK and their 
capital cities. Are 
there geographical 
similarities and 
differences?

Road Map- Geography

Year 
R

Year 
Two

Year 
Four

Year 
Six

THE POWER OF NATURE
Consider how the world’s climate 
has changed over millennia
What is the impact of Global 
Warming? What will our future 
hold? What can we do to reduce 
our Carbon Footprint?
How has the Nile shaped the 
landscape? Why did the 
dinosaurs die out?

EXPOLRING AERIAL PHOTOS
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate countries and 
describe features studied.  ( Egypt/ 
River Nile / Sahara)

The Continents and Oceans
Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans.
Where did the Tudors Travel? What 
did they discover?
Compare climates in different 
continents / Countries. 

Year 
Three

Across KS2, children will 
extend their knowledge 
and understanding 
beyond the local area to 
include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, 
North and South 
America.  This will 
include the location and 
characteristics of a range 
of the world’s most 
significant human and 
physical features.  They 
should develop their use 
of geographical 
knowledge, 
understanding and skills 
to enhance their 
locational and place 
knowledge. 

Year 
Five

OUR PLANET
Identify different environments on 
our planet. Use atlas and maps 

MAP SKILLS
Local study and use 
of Ordnance Survey 
maps

MOUNTAINS & VOLCANOES
The power of Pompeii – how are volcanoes formed? 
Why do people decide to live near them ( fertile soil) 
what other natural disasters are linked to eruptions 
(tsunamis/earthquakes)

CLIMATE CHANGE
Identify main European 
countries and make 
comparisons with countries 
from other continents. 
Look at differing climate/ 
biomes / tropical / impact of 
industrial revolution climate

COMPARING CLIMATES
Identify and compare environmental regions of 
Europe ( England and Greece). How does this differ 
to Desert Climate / Rainforest – Compare with 
different continent (Africa, Asia, South America)

NATURAL 
DISASTERS
Consider the 
different 
geographical 
features / settings 
of some of the 
novels covered in 
the topic. 
How does the 
geography of the 
setting impact the 
story? The 
Tempest

Year 
One

Draw information from a simple 
map. Recognise that countries can 
have similar / different aspects. 
Have an understanding of the 
natural world around them and 
how these environments can 
differ. Understand how we can 
look after our world.

Pre 
School

Use all sense to explore 
nature and begin to 
understand the need to 
look after our environment. 
Become aware of different 
countries.
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