
Use body percussion, 
instruments and voices. Identify 
some instruments that you can 
hear playing. Talk about what a 
song means.

Read and respond 
to semibreves, 
minims, crotchets 
and paired 

quavers.

Name the notes on the lines 
and in the spaces, barlines, 
a flat sign and a sharp sign.

Use body percussion, instruments 
and voices. Sing with and without 
accompaniment.

Road Map-Music Revised-All children to be exposed to a variety of musical styles and given 

opportunities to talk about the music that they have listened to. Children will be given the opportunity to 
perform to an audience.

Year 
One

Year 
Two

Year 
Four

Year 
Six

Year 
Three

Key Stage 1 Pupils 
should be taught to: • 
use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes, • 
play tuned and untuned
instruments musically, • 
listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music, • 
experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music.

Year 
Five

Rehearse and learn 
to play a simple 
melodic 
instrumental part 
by ear or from 
notation, in C 
major, F major or 
G major.

Explore improvisation 
within a major scale. 
Compose song 
accompaniments on tunes 
and untuned percussion, 
using known rhythms and 
note values.

Sing a widening 
range of unison 
songs, of varying 
styles and 
structures.

Explore ways of 
representing 
high and low 
sounds. Copy 
back simple 
rhythmic 
pattern using 
long and short.

Sing songs from 
memory.
Use simple 
notation.
Enjoy and have 
fun performing.

Explore ways of 

representing high and 
low sounds, long and 
short sounds, using 
symbols and any 
appropriate means of 
notation.

Copy back and 
improvise simple 
rhythmic 
patterns using 
minims, 
crotchets, 
quavers and 
rests.

Identify the stave, 
treble clef, time 
signature and lines 
and spacing on the 
stave. Learn to play 
melodic instruments. 

Walk, move or clap a 
steady beat with others, 
changing the speed of the 
beat as the tempo changes.

Recognise the 
sound and the 
notes of the 
pentatonic scale.

Listen and copy 

rhythmic patterns 
made of semibreves, 
minims, dotted 
crochets, crotchets, 
quavers, semiquavers 
and their rests from 

ear or from notation.

Recognise the style of 
music they are listening 
to. Describe legato and 
staccato.

Use body percussion, 
instruments and voices. In the 
time signatures 2/4, ¾ and 4/4.  
Find and keep a steady beat.

Sing in different time 

signatures. Sing 
expressively, with attention 
to breathing and phrasing.

Listen and copy rhythmic 
patterns made up of dotted 
minims, minims, dotted 
crochets, crotchets, dotted 
quavers, triplet quavers, 
quavers, semiquavers and 
their rests, by ear or from 
notation.

Discuss the structure of the music with reference to 
verse, chorus, bridge, repeat signs, chorus and final 
chorus, improvisation, call and response.

Use body percussion, 
instruments and voices. In time 
signatures of:2/4, ¾, 4/4, 5/4 
and 6/8. Find and keep a 
steady beat.

Year
R

Pre 
School

Listen to nursery rhymes and 
number and letter songs
Singing nursery rhymes and 

number and letter songs

Remember and sing a 
variety of songs.
Create their own songs
Play instruments with 
increasing control

Clapping with the beat
and tempo

Loud and quiet 
noises and songs. 
High and low pitch

.
Move to and talk 

about music

Free play of
instruments

Perform individually and 
with a group

Use body percussion, 
instruments and voices. Find 
and keep a steady beat 
together.

Understand the difference 

between creating a rhythmic 

pattern and a pitch pattern.
Talk about 
feelings created 
by music. 
Recognise some 
band and 
orchestral 
instruments.

Start to talk about the style 
of the piece of music and 
recognise some band and 
orchestral instruments.

Use musical technology, if 
available, to capture, change and 
combine sounds.
Plan and compose an 8 to 16 beat 
melodic phrase using the pentatonic 
scale (CDEGA). Play this melody on 
available tuned percussion. Notate 
this melody.

Explore ways of 
representing high and 
low sounds and create a 
graphic scores. Copy 
back simple melodic 
patterns using high and 
low.

Talk about how music 
makes you feel. Tap or 
clap or recognise the 
tempo and changes to the 
tempo.

Sing songs from 

memory and/or from 
notation.

Sing in unison and 
parts, and as part of 
a smaller group. 
Sing a second part 
in  a song.

Recognise the sound and notes 
of the pentatonic and Blues 
scales, by ear and from 
notation.

Key Stage 2 Pupils should be 
taught to sing and play 
musically with increasing 
confidence and control. They 
should develop an 
understanding of musical 
composition, organising and 
manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and 
reproducing sounds from aural 
memory. Pupils should be 
taught to: • play and perform 
in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical 
instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression, • improvise and 
compose music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music, • listen with attention 
to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory, 
• use and understand staff 
and other musical notations, • 
appreciate and understand a 
wide range of high-quality live 
and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and 
from great composers and 
musicians, • develop an 
understanding of the history 
of music.

Explore improvisation within 
a major scale. Experiment 
with using a wider range of 
dynamics.

Justify a personal opinion with reference to the 
musical elements (Pulse, beat, metre, rhythm, 
pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 
structure, grove, drone) .
Perform a range of songs in a school performance 
to an audience. Collect feedback from an 
audience and improve their performance.
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