
Tuned percussion. This South 
Africa-themed unit develops 
pupils' rhythmic, singing and 
notation skills.  
 Rhythmic ostinato

Recorders .Ragtime 
music and learn to play 
'off the beat' and to  sing 
and clap a syncopated 
rhythm 
 

Begin to learn where CDEF 
Keyboard. Play simplistic 
tunes on the keyboard 
whilst reading staff 
notation or a graphic 
score dependant on their 
ability.
 

Road Map-Music Revised-All children to be exposed to a variety of musical styles and given 
opportunities to talk about the music that they have listened to. Children will be given the opportunity to 
perform to an audience.

Year 
One

Year 
Two

Year 
Four

Year 
Six

Year 
Three

Key Stage 1 Pupils should 
be taught to: • use their 
voices expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes, • 
play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically, • 
listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music, • 
experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music.

Year 
Five

Understanding of 
dynamics, timbre, 
tempo and 
instruments, They 
visually represent 
music in creative 
ways. Learn to 
play and 
compose motifs. 

rPlay the Hand Jive and 
Rock Around the Clock, 
looking specifically at a 
walking bass line, 
before then performing 
a piece as a class 

Create pentatonic 
melodies, compose a 
piece of music in a 
group using layered 
melodies  

Camille 
Saint-Saëns, 
The Carniavl of 
the Animals. 
Focus on the 
different 
instruments

 Sing and play  
tuned percussion. 
Experimen with 
timbre and 
dynamics. Using 
letter notation to 
write a melody.

Dynamics, 
pitch and 
tempo and 
Create their 
own original 
compositions 
for an 
animation
 

Recorders. Three Note 
Bossa and Five Note 
Swing, Play the pieces 
and then explore 
improvising with the 
repertoire. 
. 

Carols and Bob Marley 
appraisal

Carols and Elvis 
Presley appraisal

Glockenspiel 
through a 
progressive course. 
· Crochet, 
Minim,  Crochet 
rest, Minim 
rest,  semibreve
 

Latin America music, 
performing a salsa style 
song and playing from 
staff notation. 

sing, play, improvise and 
Compose with the well known 
song Mamma Mia, children 
will listen and appraise more 
ABBA hits. 
 

 Sing Roman themed vocal warm-ups 
and learn the Road Building Song 
through call and response. 

Begin to learn where C and 
G chords are on the 
keyboard. Play simplistic 
tunes on the keyboard 
whilst reading staff notation

Discuss the structure of the music with reference 
to verse, chorus, bridge, repeat signs, chorus 
and final chorus, improvisation, call and 
response.

Learn where CDEF and G are 
on the keyboard. Play 
simplistic tunes on the 
keyboard whilst reading staff 
notation.
 

Year
R

Pre 
School

Body and vocal  sounds, experimenting 
with tempo and dynamic when playing                
instruments and identifying sounds in the 
environment 
 

Remember and sing a 
variety of songs.
Create their own songs
Play instruments with 
increasing control

Actions to well-known songs, learn how 
to move to a beat and express feelings 
and emotions through movement to 
music 

Music from a range 
of cultural and 
religious 
celebrations & 
Christmas 

.
 Children journey under the 
ocean to explore key musical 
vocabulary 

Traditional  tales and 
songs. Moving to 
music with 
instruction, playing 
an instrument as part 
of a group story. 
 

Four different groups of 
musical instruments, 
following a beat using an 
untuned instrument and 
performing a practised song 
to a small audience.
 

Identify the difference between the 
pulse and rhythm of a song and 
consolidate their understanding of 
these concepts through listening and 
performing activities. 
 
.

 Nativity 
songs, carols 
and Ella 
Fitzgerald 
appraisal

Pitch of  notes and 
increase and 
decrease the tempo. 
Create a simple super 
hero theme tune as a 
class or in groups. 

Start to talk about the 
style of the piece of 
music and recognise 
some band and 
orchestral instruments.

 

Exploring minimalism and the 
music of composers like Philip 
Glass and Steve Reich  Identify  
interlocking patterns and 
layered textures. They learn to 
sing and play the piece 
'Interlocking patterns' as they 
apply their skills reading staff 
notation and playing tuned 
percussion. 
 

Timbre. Learning that different 
sounds can represent characters. 
creating rhythmic patterns to 
tell a familiar fairy tale. 
 
 

Nativity songs, carols 
and the Beatles 
appraisal

 
Sing songs from 
memory and/or from 
notation.

Carols and 
Tchaikovsky 
1840-1893
Swan Lake– 
Sleeping Beauty –
Romeo and Juliet 
–Montagues and 
Capulets
 

Create a Hip Hop/ Rap song 
using technology. 
Learn to play the 
glockenspiel 
 

Key Stage 2 Pupils should be 
taught to sing and play 
musically with increasing 
confidence and control. They 
should develop an 
understanding of musical 
composition, organising and 
manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and 
reproducing sounds from aural 
memory. Pupils should be 
taught to: • play and perform 
in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression, • 
improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using 
the interrelated dimensions of 
music, • listen with attention 
to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory, • use 
and understand staff and other 
musical notations, • appreciate 
and understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from 
great composers and 
musicians, • develop an 
understanding of the history of 
music.

Gamelan instruments 
Learning what an octave 
is and identifying the 
same note at different 
octaves on an instrument 
and on staff notation. 
 

Bollywood films, how ambient sounds can be 
used to enhance a film score, practising staff 
notation and performing a film sequence using 
instruments and movement. 
 

Ghanaian call and 
response song and 
recognising simple 
notation, progressing 
to creating call and 
response rhythms 

 British folk song and create a 
seaside soundscape using 
their voices, bodies and 
instruments. 

Developing greater accuracy in pitch and 
control. Identifying pitches within an octave 
when singing and using knowledge of pitch 
to develop confidence when singing in parts 
 

Carols & Beethoven 1770-1827
Moonlight Sonata 1st 
Movement Symphony No 5 Für 
Elise 
 
  

A progressive  recorder  course 
teaching them to play C, D, E and F on 
the keyboard in a variety of tunes.
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